My War Memories, 1914-1918
Army was advancing, its left wing in echelon, its 6th Corps directed via Ortelsburg on Bischofsburg, which was reached or passed by the 26th, and its I3th Corps directed from Neiden-burg* thro ugh Passenheim on Allenstein. The I5th and iSth Corps, with which General von Scholtz had been engaged during these days, was following. On the 26th, the most southerly echelon was to be found somewhere near Waplitz. Still further back to the left, and pushing west, the ist Corps, covered by several cavalry divisions, was moving through Mlawa and Soldau, against Lautenberg and Strasburg.
It was a question of breaking up this movement of the enemy
by an attack from the west with the southern group of the 8th
Army.   It was a great temptation to attack simultaneously
south of Soldau, in order to surround the ist Russian Corps as
well.   The defeat of the Narew Army, in conjunction with the
advance of the iyth A.C. and the ist R.C., could thus have
been absolutely annihilating, but the forces at my disposal were
insufficient.    So I proposed to General von Hindenburg that an
attack be made in the direction of Usdau by the ist A.C. on the
line Deutsch-Eylau-Montowo,  and by the right  wing of the
reinforced 2oth A.C. from the direction of Gilgenburg, so as to
throw back the Russian ist Corps to the south, beyond Soldau.
Then, our ist A.C. was to break through in the direction of Neiden-
burg, in conjunction with the ist and lyth A.C. and ist R.C.,
in order to surround at least the main body of the Narew Army.
We had to confine ourselves to this plan, if we wished to succeed.
The attack by the ist and 20th A.C. had to be postponed to
the 27th, though I should have been glad to see it begin earlier ;
but the ist A.C. was not yet ready, the condition of the railways
in East Prussia being far from good.   General von Frangois,
commanding the ist A.C., quite rightly insisted on concentrating
the whole of his Corps before attacking.
But matters did not develop as smoothly as would appear from this short sketch. All the troops were exceedingly exhausted, and strengths had been reduced by continual fighting. Many difficulties were met with in the transmission of orders to the ist R.C. and the I7th A.C. Enemy cavalry patrols rendered that
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